
 

The   Verdicts   of   the   People   of   Knowledge   on   Reciting   the   Qunut   Supplication   with 
Intonation   and   Prolonging   it 

 
Written   by :   Abu   Abdurrahman   Abdullah   bin   Ahmad   al-Iryaani 

Translated   by :   Faisal   bin   Abdul   Qaadir   bin   Hassan   Abu   Sulaymaan 
 

 
 
All   praise   is   due   to   Allah   the   Lord   of   the   Worlds   and   may   peace   and   blessings   be   upon   His   Prophet 
and   Messenger,   Muhammad,   his   family,   and   Companions.  
 
As   for   what   follows: 
 
The   innovation   of   prolonging   the   Witr   Qunut   and   elongating   the   voice   in   it   has   spread.   At   times   it 
reaches   the   level   of   shouting.   Rather   the   affair   has   reached   to   the   level,   in   some   Masaajid,   whereby 
this   type   [of   person]   is   put   forth   as   the   Imam   in   Ramadan.   Not   due   to   him   deserving   to   be   Imam, 
but   only   due   to   his   good   voice   and   its   softness,   his   [ability]   to   rhyme   his   supplications   and   prolong 
it.   This   is   from   what   is   unnecessary   and   in   Allah   aid   is   sought. 
 
The   Masaajid   of   the    Hizbiyeen    do   not   know   the   teachings   of   the   authentic   Salafi   methodology,   nor 
the   teachings   of   the   Tawheed   and   Sunnah,   nor   do   they   follow   the   Prophet   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص),   nor   are   eager   for   his 
 guidance.   Verily   their   concern   is   gathering   people,   arousing   their   emotions,   and   earning   their   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
votes   through   any   means   possible,   even   at   the   cost   of   the   religion.   They   find   some   verdicts   which 
agree   with   their   interests   and   they   free   themselves   from   what   opposes   their   interests.   There   is   no 
might   nor   strength   except   with   Allah. 
 
To   these   people   and   others   who   resemble   them,   we   say   with   the   Tawfeeq   of   Allah:  
 

1. Shaikh   al-’Allamah   Bin   Baz   (may   Allah   have   mercy   upon   him)   said,   as   is   in    Majmoo’   Fatawaa 
wa   Maqaalat   Mutanawi’ah    (11/355)   Darul-Qaasim   print: 

 
“So   what   is   best   is   for   the   Imam,   in   the   supplication   for   the   Khatm   ul-Quran   and   the   Qunut,   to   be 
eager   to   use   comprehensive   words   and   not   to   prolong   it   for   the   people.   So   he   recites: 
 

 اللهمَّ   اهدنا   فيمن   هديت
 

O   Allah,   guide   us   among   those   You   have   guided 
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[Reported   by   Abu   Dawood   and   others.   Grades   Saheeh   by   Al-Albani   in   Saheeh   Sunan   Abi   Dawood 
no.   1425] 

 
Which   is   reported   in   the   Hadith   of   al-Hasan   (may   Allah   be   pleased   with   him)   in   regards   to   the 
Qunut   [of   Witr].   He   can   increase   above   that   in   accordance   to   what   is   easy   from   the   good 
supplications   as   Umar   (may   Allah   be   pleased   with   him)   did.   He   should   not   unnecessarily   burden 
[himself   or   others],   nor   prolong   it   for   the   people,   nor   make   it   difficult   upon   them.   .   .” 
 

2. Shaikh   al-’Allamah   al-Uthaymeen   (may   Allah   have   mercy   upon   him)   said,   as   is   in    Fatawa 
Arkan   ul-Islam    (pg.   350)   : 

 
Question   276 :   We   hope   from   your   Eminence   a   clarification   of   the   Sunnah   in   the   supplication   of   the 
Qunut.   Does   it   have   specific   supplications?   Is   it   Legislated   to   prolong   it   in   the   Witr   prayer? 
 
Answer :   “Included   in   the   supplication   of   Qunut   is   what   the   Prophet   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)   taught   al-Hasan   bin   Ali   bin 
Abi   Talib   (may   Allah   have   mercy   upon   him): 
 

 اللَُّهمَّ   اْهِدنِي   فِيَمنْ   َهَدْيتَ   َوَعافِنِي   فِيَمنْ   َعافَْيَت
 

O   Allah,   guide   me   among   those   whom   You   have   guided,   pardon   me   among   those   You   have 
pardoned 

 
Until   the   end   of   the   well-known   supplication.   If   he   comes   with   something   suitable,   then   there   is   no 
harm.   However,   it   is   not   necessary   to   prolong   it   with   a   prolongation   which   is   difficult   for   those 
praying   behind   the   Imam   or   leads   to   their   boredom.   This   is   because   the   Prophet   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)   became   angry 
with   Mu’adh   (may   Allah   be   pleased   with   him)   when   he   prolonged   the   prayer   for   his   people.   He   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
said:  

    أَفَتَّانٌ   أَْنتَ   يَا   ُمعَاذُ
 

You   are   putting   the   people   to   trial   O   Mu’adh 
 

The   Hadith   is   in   Saheeh   al-Bukhari:   the   Book   of   Adhan:   Chapter:   The   one   who   complains   about   his 
Imam   if   he   prolongs   [the   prayer].   Hadith   (no.   705)”. 
 

3. Shaikh   al-’Allamah   Salih   bin   Fawzan   al-Fawzan   (may   Allah   preserve   him)   said   in   his   book 
Ithaaf   Ahlul   Imaan   bi   Durus   Shahr   Ramadan    (pg.   239):   “Exaggeration   in   prolonging   the   Khatm 
(supplication)   or   [other]   supplications   with   other   than   what   has   been   reported   is   not 
necessary   as   some   of   the   Imams   of   the   Masaajid   do”. 
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4. And   it   comes   in   the   verdict   of   the   Permanent   Committee   (no.   21263)   with   the   following 
text: 

 
Question :   Our   Imam   (the   one   who   leads   congregational   Prayer)   who   has   memorized   the   whole 
Qur'an   has   a   sweet   voice   which   makes   many   people   come   to   pray   behind   him.   Yet   we   notice   certain 
things   he   does   during   the   Witr   (Prayer   with   an   odd   number   of   units)   after   offering   Tarawih   (special 
supererogatory   night   Prayer   in   Ramadan)   and   wish   to   know   the   ruling   on   them.   He   intones   the 
Du`a'   (supplication)   and   says   it   in   a   way   similar   to   what   he   does   while   reciting   the   Qur'an.   In 
addition,   most   of   his   supplications   rhyme   and   he   prolongs   the   supplication   for   almost   half   an   hour 
of   more.   When   people   drew   his   attention   to   this   point,   he   said   that   he   did   so   during   the   blessed   last 
ten   days   of   Ramadan   and   that   some   sick   or   afflicted   people   ask   him   specifically   to   prolong,   hoping 
that   Allah   may   accept   it   from   them. 
 
Answer :   “It   is   necessary   for   anyone   making   Du`a'   to   avoid   rhyming   and   exceeding   the   proper   limits 
in   using   rhyming   words.   While   supplicating,   a   Muslim   should   observe   Khushu`   (the   heart   being 
submissively   attuned   to   the   act   of   worship)   and   humility   and   show   their   need   to   Allah,   as   this   makes 
the   supplication   more   likely   to   be   heard   and   answered.   Moreover,   the   person   making   Du`a'   should 
not   say   it   in   a   way   similar   to   Qur'an   by   using   the   rules   of   Tajwid   (reciting   the   Qur'an   following   the 
rules   of   recitation)   and   intoning.   This   was   not   confirmed   from   the   Prophet   (peace   be   upon   him)   nor 
from   his   Sahabah   (Companions).   Furthermore,   the   person   making   Du`a'   should   not   prolong   it   in   a 
way   that   may   cause   people   harm,   rather   they   should   be   moderate,   concentrating   on   the   most 
comprehensive   supplications   and   disregarding   anything   else,   as   stated   in   the   Sunnah   (whatever   is 
reported   from   the   Prophet). 
 
May   Allah   grant   us   success.   May   peace   and   blessings   be   upon   our   Prophet   Muhammad,   his   family, 
and   Companions. 
 

The   Permanent   Committee   for   Scholarly   Research   and   Ifta' 
 
                        Member                                                                Member Chairman 
         Bakr   Abu   Zayd                Salih   Al-Fawzan                   ̀Abdul-`Aziz   ibn   ̀Abdullah   Al   Al-Shaykh  1

 
 

1    The   translation   for   this   verdict   was   taken   from: 
http://alifta.com/Search/ResultDetails.aspx?languagename=en&lang=en&view=result&fatwaNum=&FatwaNumID=
&ID=12243&searchScope=7&SearchScopeLevels1=&SearchScopeLevels2=&highLight=1&SearchType=exact&Search
Moesar=false&bookID=&LeftVal=0&RightVal=0&simple=&SearchCriteria=allwords&PagePath=&siteSection=1&sea
rchkeyword=114104121109105110103#firstKeyWordFound  
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5. Our   Shaikh   al-'Allamah   Muqbil   bin   Haadi   al-Wadi'ee   (may   Allah   have   mercy   upon   him)   said, 
as   in   the   Book    Tuhfatul-Mujeeb   'ala   Asilah   al-Hadir   wal-Ghareeb    (pg.   137):  

 
"As   for   supplication   in   the   Taraweeh   prayer   with   that   elongation,   then   it   is   an   innovation,   an 
innovation,   an   innovation.   The   Prophet   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)   taught   al-Hasan   (may   Allah   be   pleased   with   him)   that   he 
should   say:  

 اللهمَّ   اهدني   فيمن   هديت
 

O   Allah,   guide   me   among   those   Thou   hast   guided   [A   Hadith] 
 
Likewise   what   occurs   in   the   Haramain   from   that,   in   terms   of   prolonging   the   supplication,   then   this 
is   not   legislated.   The   best   guidance   is   the   guidance   of   Muhammad   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)". 
 
I   say:  
 
The   conclusion   of   what   has   preceded   in   terms   of   the   criticism   of   the   People   of   Knowledge 
regarding   the   issue   of   prolonging   and   reciting   the   Qunut   with   intonation   is: 
 

1. It   opposes   the   etiquette   of   the   Legislated   supplication 
2. It   opposes   the   Sunnah   of   the   Prophet   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
3. It   opposes   what   the   Companions   (may   Allah   be   pleased   with   them)   were   upon 
4. It   opposes   what   three   best   generations   were   upon.   If   it   was   something   good,   they   would 

have   preceded   us   to   it 
5. It   is   from   the   innovations   and   newly   invented   matters   as   preceded 
6. It   is   unnecessary   burden   and   extremism   which   is   prohibited 
7. This   grave   elongation   is   a   hardship   upon   those   praying   behind   the   Imam 
8. Reciting   the   Qunut   with   intonation   resembles   what   is   specific   to   the   Quran 
9. It   is   playing   with   what   is   specific   to   the   Quran   in   terms   of   recitation   (Tilawah) 
10. In   it   is   the   abandonment   of   comprehensive   supplications 

 
Note :   Shaikh   al-Uthaymeen   (may   Allah   have   mercy   upon   him)   was   asked   about   the   one   who 
changes   the   tone   of   his   voice   in   order   to   affect   the   people   in   the   Taraweeh   prayer,   as   is   in   the   book 
Arkanul-Islam    (pg.   357).   He   said: 
 
" If   the   exaggeration   is   such   that   he   does   not   recite   a   single   word   in   the   Qur'an   without 
doing   this   thing   which   was   mentioned   in   the   question,   then   I   consider   that   this   is   a   form   of 
exaggeration   and   it   is   not   necessary   that   one   should   do   it ."  
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I   say:   If   this   is   the   ruling   regarding   the   recitation   of   the   Quran,   then   how   about   the   one   who   intones 
the   supplication   of   Qunut,   and   softens   his   voice   like   in   the   recitation   of   the   Quran   or   closer   to   the 
melody   of   music?! 
 
O   Allah,   we   free   ourselves   to   You   from   innovations   and   we   seek   refuge   in   You   from   worshipping 
You   with   what   You   did   not   Legislate. 
 
 
 
 

[End   of   Text] 
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