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Shaikh M uham m ad Ibn Ibraahim  Ala 
Shaikh (1389 H .) r ahim ahul lah said: ?The 
f i r st  to innovate  th is innovation of 
celebrat ing the bir thday of the Prophet 
sal la al laahu alayhi  wa salam  was Abu 
Sa?eed al -Kukbur iy in  the sixth century 
H i jr i?. [Fatawaa wa Rasaail Shaikh 
M uhammad I bn I braahim (3/ 59)  as 
cited in al-Bida?tul-H awliyyah pg. 149]

The Ru l i n g on  M awlid

Im am  as-Sakhaawi  (901 H .) r ahim ahul lah 
said in  h is Fatawa: ?Establ ish ing the 
M awlid ash-Shareef was not r epor ted 

fr om  any of the Salaf-us-Sal ih in  the three 
vir tuous generat ions. I t  was on ly 
innovated after?. [As-Saar im ul-M unki 
?ala man Ajaaz I htifaal bi-M awlid 
an-N abawi pg 8]

Shaikh ul -Islaam  Ibn Taym iyyah (728 H .) 
r ahim ahul lah said in  I qtidaa as-Siraatul- 
M ustaqeem : ?Ver i ly the issue of fest ivals 

and innovated celebrat ions are fr om  the 
m ost severe and dangerous affair s which 
the M usl im s have becom e len ient 
r egarding  after  the vir tuous generat ions. 
M any M usl im s are quick  to im itate the 
other  nat ions in  their  fest ivals and 
celebrat ions.  So som e of  them  i n n ovated  

the i n n ovat i on  of  the bi r thday of  the 

Pr ophet , the celebrat ion of the n ight of 

Israa wal-M i?raaj, these nat ional     

fest ivals which increase day after  day 
am ong the M usl im s, and other  than them . 
Ver i ly these are a heavy burden and fetter  
which the M usl im s have been aff l icted with 
and  for  which Al lah did not send down an 
author i ty?.  [as-Saar im ul-M unki ?ala man 
Ajaaz I htifaal bi-M awlid an-N abawi pg.9]

 

And he also said: ?I f th is was pure good or  
m ostly good the Salaf (m ay Al lah be pleased 
with them ) would be m ore deserving than 
us of [establ ish ing i t ]. For  ver i ly they had 
m ore in tense love for  the M essenger  of 
Al lah sal la al laahu alayhi  wa salam  and 
venerat ion for  h im  than us. They were 
m ore eager  for  good than us?. [As-Saar im 
ul-M unki ?ala man Ajaaz I htifaal 
bi-M awlid an-N abawi pg.9]
 

Thus,  we learn that celebrat ing the 
Prophet 's bir thday has no or igin  in  Islam .  I t  
is an innovation that or iginated after  the 
death of the Prophet sal la al laahu alayhi  wa 
salam , h is Com panions, and the Pious 
Predecessors. r ahim ahum m ul lah.   

    



 

Bism il lah ar -Rahm an ar -Raheem

Al l  Praise is  due to Al lah and m ay Peace 
and Blessings be upon the Prophet, h is 
Com panions, and his fol lowers unt i l  the 
Last Day. 

As for  what proceeds:

The Prophet 's bir thday (M awlid 
un-N abawi) is  a h ighly controversial  

topic am ong M usl im s. Every year  on the 
twel fth of Rabi ' al -Awwal, M usl im s al l  
across the wor ld celebrate the  'supposed' 
bir thday of the Prophet sal la al laahu 
alayhi  wa salam . H owever, the quest ion 
we m ust ask  is: does th is celebrat ion have 
an or igin  in  Islam ?  This pam phlet wi l l  
clar i fy that M awlid un-N abawi is in  fact 

an innovation in  the rel igion of Islam  that 
should not be celebrated. M ay Al lah 
grant us al l  guidance and protect us fr om  
innovation.

    

W hen  w as the Pr ophet  sal l a al l aahu  

al ayh i  w a sal am  bor n ?

Shaikh al -Albani  (1420 H .) r ahim ahul lah 
wrote:?I  say: As for  the date of the bir th of 
the Prophet  sal la al laahu alayhi  wa salam , 
statem ents have been m entioned about i t  
and i ts m onth. Ibn Kathir  m entioned i t  in  
the or iginal  work   [i .e. Sir ah] and al l  of the 
nar rat ions are suspended nar rat ions 
without chains of tr ansm ission which can be 
exam ined and weighed in  the scales of the 
Science of H adith. Except  for   the 

statem en t  of  the on e w ho says: i t  occu r r ed  

on   the ei gh th  of  Rabi ? al -Aw w al . I t  w as 

r epor ted  by M al i k  w i th  an  au then t i c 

chai n  f r om  M uham m ad i bn  Jubai r  i bn  

M u t?i m  an d  he w as a n obl e Tabi ?ee. So 

perhaps due to that, the Scholar s of h istor y 
authenticated th is statem ent and rel ied 
upon i t . The great H afidh M uham m ad ibn 
M usa al -Khawaar izm i cut of th is opin ion and 
Abu Khattab Ibn Dihya took  th is opin ion to 
be m ore cor rect. The m ajor i ty took  the 
opin ion that i t  was on the twel fth of Rabi? 
al -Awwal. And Al lah knows Best? [Saheeh 
Siratul-N abawiyyah pg. 13]

H i stor y of  M awlid

Abu Shaam ah (665 H .) said rahim ahul lah: 
?...The f i r st  to celebrate the bir thday of the 
Prophet  in  M awsul  was

 Shai k h  Um ar  i bn  M uham m ad al -M al aa,   

one of the wel l -known pious people. The 
com panion of I r bi l  fol lowed him  in  that?. 
[al-Baa?th fi I nkaar  al-Bid?a 
wal-H awaadith pg. 23-24]

Im am  Suyuti   (911 H .) r ahim ahul lah said: 
?the f i r st  to innovate that act ion 
[celebrat ing the Prophet?s bir thday] was 
the com pan i on  of  I r bi l  the K i n g 

al -M udhaf far  Abu  Sa?eed  K uk bu r i y  i bn  

Zai n  ud -Deen  Al i  Bak tak een ...Ibn Kathir  

said in  h is H istor y: Kukbur iy used to do  
the  mawlid shareef in  Rabi? al -Awwal. H e 

used to celebrate i t  wi th a form idable 
celebrat ion? ? [al-H aawi lil-Fataawi 
(1/271)]

Al-M aqr izi  (845 H .) r ahim ahul lah said:  ?I t  
was m entioned in  the days of the Cal iphate 
of the Fatim iyoon that they m ade 

celebrat ions and seasons that 
accom m odated the si tuat ions of the 
ci t izens  and increased  their  blessing. In  

the Cal i phate of  the Fatimiyoon, the 
fest i val s  of  the year   i n cl uded : the n ew  

year , the f i r st  day of  the year ,  the day of  

Ashoor a, the bi r thday of  the Pr ophet , the 

bi r thday of  Al i  i bn  Abi  Tal i b, the 

bi r thday of  al -H assan , the bi r thday of  

al -H ussai n , the bi r thday of  Fat i m a 

az-Zahr aa?? [al-Khitat wal-Athaar  pg. 
490  as cited in Bida?tul-H awliyyah pg. 

146]

  


