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How do we Receive/Welcome Ramadan?

Given by:

Faisal Ibn Abdul Qaadir Ibn Hassan
Abu Sulaymaan
First Khutbah
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As for what follows:
il L
Oh People!1

Allah says in His Honorable Book:
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The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Quran, a guidance for mankind and clear proofs
for the guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong). So whoever of you sights (the crescent
on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan i.e. is present at his home), he must observe Saum
(fasts) that month, and whoever is ill or on a journey, the same number [of days which one did not
observe Saum (fasts) must be made up] from other days. Allah intends for you ease, and He does
not want to make things difficult for you. (He wants that you) must complete the same number (of
days), and that you must magnify Allah [i.e. to say Takbir (Allahu-Akbar; Allah is the Most Great) on
seeing the crescent of the months of Ramadan and Shawwal] for having guided you so that you may
be grateful to Him [2:185]

The blessed month of Ramadan is upon us and we need to receive this month with the best of
reception. For Ramadan is a time of great benefit. It is a month to obtain Taqwa. Imam Ibnul-Wardi

(may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
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Fear Allah, for Taqwa of Allah is not

Adjoined to the heart of a person except he will reach [all good in the worldly and life and hereafter]
[Laamiyyah Ibnul-Wardi line no. 7]

! "This is from the Sunnah of the Prophet (,{ﬂ;’ﬁc) as found in many Ahaadith. For more, see Shaikh Yahya ibn ali
al-Hajoori’s excellent work Abkaan: nl-Jummalh wa bida'iha pg. 364



Ramadan is a blessed month:

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet (i) said:
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"There has come to you Ramadan, a blessed month, which Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, has
enjoined you to fast. In it the gates of heavens are opened and the gates of Hell are closed, and every
devil is chained up. In it Allah has a night which is better than a thousand months; whoever is

deprived of its goodness is indeed deprived." [Saheeh Nasaai no. 2105]

Ramadan is a month of forgiveness

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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That the Messenger of Allah (disif) ascended the minbar and said: Ameen, Ameen, Ameen. It was
said: oh Messenger of Allah, you did not use to do this? He said: Jibreel said to me: May he be
humiliated the servant who enters Ramadan and is not forgiven So I said: Ameen. Then he said: May
he be humiliated the servant who has two parents or one of them and does not enter Paradise [due
to them)]. I said: Ameen. He said: May he be humiliated the servant who I am mentioned and he
does not send peace and blessings upon me. I said: Ameen [ Graded Hasan by al-Albani in
Fadlus-Salah no. 18 and others]

Ramadan is a month of Change and Transformation

From Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah (il5i%) said:



¢ 2 ¢

eert.m ‘;\3:\ GAIE 5 Gl 3 dulalpdal ‘_‘Mum;x.uwgmdy 13
uauugdm\m\usu JUQLgAﬁquLFAdﬁéléu\u\y\ Eally o e
mdsdsmu\w“" A3yl el

"On the first night of the month of Ramadan, the Shayateen are shackled, the powerful jinns are
restrained, the gates of the Fires are shut such that no gate among them would be opened. The gates
of Paradise are opened such that no gate among them would be closed, and a caller calls: 'O seeker
of the good; come near!' and 'O seeker of evil; stop! For there are those whom Allah frees from the
Fire." And that is every night." [Reported by Tirmidhi and graded Saheeh by Al-Albani in Saheeh
Tirmidhi no. 682]

Imam al-Mubaarakfoori (may Allah have mercy upon him) commented on the Hadith saying:

"O secker of evil stop: that is, oh the one who wants disobedience, hold back from your
disobedience and return to Allah because this is the time of the acceptance of repentance and the
time to prepare for forgiveness. It is possible that the obedience of the obedient, repentance e of the
sinner, and the return of the deficient ones in Ramadan is from the effects of the two calls and the
result of Allah turning towards those seeking. Like this we see most of the Muslims fasting even the
children and the neighborhood. Rather the majority of those who abandoned prayer become then
praying people. Although fasting is harder than prayer and it creates the weakness of the body which
is leads to laziness in worship and a lot of sleep usually. Along with this, you see the masaajid full
and the revived nights flooded. And All praise is due to Allah and their is no strength or might
except with Allah. This is what was mentioned in Mirqaa" [Taken from Tuhfatul Ahwaadhi (2/219)]

So we see how Ramadan helps us stop our disobedience and we are encouraged to do so during this
month. It is 2 month to break bad habits and transform ourselves. The devils are chained. With all
the good that occurs by the permission of Allah and by way of the call of the caller, it is important
for Muslims not squander this great opportunity.

Ramadan is more than just food and drink.

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said the Messenger of Allah (Ll5if) said:
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Fasting is not from eating and drinking, verily fasting is from idle speech and obscene speech
[Saheeh Targheeb no. 1082]



Imam Nawawi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:

¥ ool DSy Al (8 aiuny o5 ) 4 sliaall dilcady o el s G 3540 L
4 Jhy agal) O,

The intent is that complete fasting and the virtue which is desired is only by protecting oneself from
idle speech and debased speech. Not that the fast is invalidated due to this [i.e. idle speech and
obscenity] [Majmoo' ( 6/399)]

And it comes in another Hadith also from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Prophet (izak) said:
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There are people who fast and get nothing from their fast except hunger, and there are those who

pray and get nothing from their prayer but a sleepless night [Saheeh Targheeb no. 1083]

Imam al-Munaawi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said commenting on the Hadith:
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"al-Ghazali said: it was said: it is the one who broke his fast with haram or the one who broke his
fast by upon the flesh of the people by backbiting or it is the one who did not preserve his limbs
from sins" [Fayd al-Qadeer Sharh Jami' as-Sagheer (4/16)]

Ramadan is supposed to improve our behavior from lying, foolishness, betrayal.

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet said:
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Whoever does not give up false statements (i.e. telling lies), and evil deeds, and speaking bad words
to others, Allah is not in need of his (fasting) leaving his food and drink [Bukhari no. 6057]



Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Messenger of Allah (i) said:
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Whoever does not give up betrayal and lying, then Allah has no need for him to leave off his food
and drink [Saheeh Targheeb no. 1080]

As it comes in the Hadith Qudsi:
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'He has left his food, drink and desires for My sake. The fast is for Me. So I will reward (the fasting
person) for it and the reward of good deeds is multiplied ten times". [Bukhari no. 1894]

With that in mind, we need to receive Ramadan in the best of manners to benefit from this great

opportunity

Second Khutbah
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As for what proceeds:
How can we prepare for Ramadan? We can do the following things:
1. Before Ramadan, the Salaf used to ensure that they made up any fasts they missed

due to an excuse from the previous Ramadan. Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her)
said:
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I had to complete some of the fasts of Ramadan, but I could not do it but during the month of
Sha'ban [Saheeh Muslim no. 1140]

Imam Nawawi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The school of thought of Malik, Abu
Hanifa, Shafr’ee, Ahmad, and the majority of the Salat and Khalaf is to that the one who has to

make up missed fasts due to menstruation and travel can delay it and it is not required for him/her



to take initiative to complete them at the beginning of the affair. However, they say: it is not allowed
to delay it from the coming Sha’baan because he/she will then delay it to a time it will not be
accepted and it is the next Ramadan...” [Sharh Saheeh Muslim (4/141)]

2. Feeling Happy About it’s Arrival

Hafidh Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said quoting some the Scholars:
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"How can a believer not be glad with the opening of the gates of Paradise? How can a sinner not be

glad with closing of the gates of Hell-fire? How can an intelligent one not be glad with the time the
devils are chained? How can this time be compared to any other time?” [Lataaif al-Ma’aarif (1/158)]

3. Reading Much Qur’an:
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'Abdullah bin 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Prophet (disif) was the most generous of all the people, and he used to become more generous
in Ramadan when Gabriel met him. Gabriel used to meet him every night during Ramadan to revise
the Qur'an with him. Allah's Messenger (&i5:%) then used to be more generous than the fast wind.

[Reported in al-Bukhari no. 3554]

4. Staying in the Masjid:
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On the authority of Abu al-Mutawakil an-Naaji (may Allah have mercy upon him) who said:



“If Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) and his companions were fasting, they would sit
in the masjid and say: “Let us purify our fast” [Reported by Hunnad ibn as-Sari in Kitab az-Zuhd
no. 1207. The chain is Saheeh]

This is because the Masaajid are the best places in the sight of Allah and are places of worship. The

Salaf used to go to the Masjid whenever they had free time, as comes in the following narration from
Sha’bi (may Allah be pleased with him):
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“When they (the Companions and the Salaf) were unoccupied, they came to the Masaajid”
[Reported by Bayhaqi in Shu’ab al-Imaan no. 2690 and the Muhaqiq Mukhtaar an-Nadawi said: Its

narrators are reliable”)
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We ask Allah for Tawfeeq and guidance for us all and good intentions and righteous action
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Stand for you Prayer, may Allah have mercy upon you®

> This is how Abu Bakr as-Sideeq radiallahu anahu ended his first Khutbah as found in Seerah Ibn Hisham with a Saheeh
chain.



