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The following is a summarization of the excellent book The Milestones of the Call of Ablus-Sunnab
written by Abu Bakr Abdur-razzaq an-Nihmi. The book is invaluable in explaining the da’wah of
Ahlus-Sunnah and the distinguishing signs of its methodology. To help bring forth this work to
the English speaking brothers and sisters, I have gathered all the milestones the Shaikh
mentioned alongside one or two evidences the Shaikh used. As well, I have attached some
beneficial statements from the Salaf and Scholars that the Shaikh mentioned under each

milestone.
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I ask Allah by his Beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes to make it sincerely for His Honorable

Face

Written by

Faisal Ibn Abdul Qaadir Ibn Hassan

Abu Sulaymaan



Introduction
by
Shaikh Yahya ibn Ali al-Hajoori (may Allah preserve him)

All praise is due to Allah, we praise him, we seek his aid, and his forgiveness. I bear witness there
is no God worthy of worship except Allah alone without a partner and I bear witness that

Muhammad is his slave and Messenger.

As for what follows:

I read the treatise Milestones of the Call of Ablus-Sunnah of our brother, the virtuous Shaikh, the
chaste Salafi Abu Bakr Abdur-razzaq an-Nihmi (may Allah preserve him). So I found it a
beneficial treatise in the clarification of the explanation of the Salafi call. A beneficial
explanation. Everything of what Shaikh Abu Bakr (may Allah preserve him) mentioned about the
Salafi call in this abridged treatise has no dispute in it. So may Allah reward him with good and

benefit the Muslims by his dawah, his certainty, his humbleness, and his good character.

With Allah is Divine Success

Yahya ibn Ali al-Hajoori

25 Jumaada al-Oola 1428
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Milestone no. 1:
(2) ) Jgmy () A L) Ja1 3 g0
The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is Ascribed to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (%)

The Prophet (¥) said from the Hadith of al-Trbaad ibn as-Saariyah (may Allah be pleased with

him):

So you must keep to my Sunnah

[Reported by Sunan Abu Dawood no. 4607 and Graded Sahech by Al-Albani in Saheeh Sunan
Abi Dawood no. 4607]

The Prophet (%) said from the Hadith of Abdullah ibn ‘Amr al-’As (may Allah be pleased with
him):

la 488 3 p2 ) A55H LS (ha g« oin) BB (Al ) AR il (chad (38 55 (81
And indeed for every action there is zeal and for every zeal there is a period of slackening. So

whoever’s slackening is towards my Sunnah, he is guided. Whoever’s slackening is to other than

that, then he is destroyed

[Reported by Ahmad no. 6958 and graded Saheeh by Shaikh al-Waadi’ee in Saheeh Musnad no.

801]

Milestone no. 2:
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They are called Ahlus-Sunnah due to their following the Sunnah of the Messenger (3)



Milestone no. 3:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is: the Call of the Messenger of Allah (%

Allah says:
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Indeed Allah conferred a great favour on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger
(Muhammad) from among themselves, reciting unto them His Verses (the Quran), and purifying
them (from sins by their following him), and instructing them (in) the Book (the Quran) and
Al-Hikmah [the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet (i.e. his legal ways, statements, acts of

worship, etc.)], while before that they had been in manifest error [3:164].

Allah says:
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But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you (O Muhammad) judge in all
disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept

(them) with full submission [4:65]

Milestone no. 4:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah divides Truth from Falsehood

Jabir Ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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Some angels came to the Prophet (¥) while he was sleeping. Some of them said, "He is
sleeping." Others said, "His eyes are sleeping but his heart is awake." Then they said, "There is an
example for this companion of yours." One of them said, "Then set forth an example for him."
Some of them said, "He is sleeping." The others said, "His eyes are sleeping but his heart is
awake." Then they said, "His example is that of a man who has built a house and then offered
therein a banquet and sent an inviter (messenger) to invite the people. So whoever accepted the
invitation of the inviter, entered the house and ate of the banquet, and whoever did not accept
the invitation of the inviter, did not enter the house, nor did he eat of the banquet." Then the
angels said, "Interpret this example to him so that he may understand it." Some of them said,
"He is sleeping." The others said, "His eyes are sleeping but his heart is awake." And then they
said, "The houses stands for Paradise and the call maker is Muhammad; and whoever obeys
Muhammad, obeys Allah; and whoever disobeys Muhammad, disobeys Allah. Muhammad
separated the people (i.e., through his message, the good is distinguished from the bad, and the
believers from the disbelievers) [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 7281]

Milestone no. 5:
Aazaal) Bagdally algl A
It is Concerned with the Authentic Creed
Allah says:
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And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad), as it was to those (Allah's Messengers)
before you: "If you join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your deeds will be in

vain, and you will certainly be among the losers” [39:65-60].

Allah says:
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O Children of Israell Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Verily, whosoever sets up
partners in worship with Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be
his abode. And for the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers) there are no helpers [5:72]

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said: When the Prophet (¥) sent Mu'adh to Yemen,
he said to him:
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"You are going to a nation from the people of the Scripture, so let the first thing to which you
will invite them, be the Tauhid of Allah. If they learn that, tell them that Allah has enjoined on
them, five prayers to be offered in one day and one night. And if they pray, tell them that Allah
has enjoined on them Zakat of their properties and it is to be taken from the rich among them
and given to the poor. And if they agree to that, then take from them Zakat but avoid the best

property of the people." [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 7372 and Muslim no. 121]

Milestone no. 6:
& ) alally align ) Jad 8 ge 0

The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is Concerned with Legislated knowledge

Allah says:
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Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been granted knowledge.

And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do [58:11]

Allah says:

Lale 435 G5 J8g



and say: "My Lord! Increase me in knowledge." [20:114]
Mu'awiyah (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet said (%) :

Cudll (b AgRE) 1A 4y A 3 G

When Allah wishes good for anyone, He bestows upon him the Figh (comprehension) of the

religion [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 71 and Muslim no. 1038]

Our Shaikh al-Waadi’ee (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: ““The chairs [i.e. of the

government and positions of authority] are not equal to camel feces in my sight ”

Milestone no. 7:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah connects People to Allah and Does not Connect them to the Worldly
Life

Allah says:
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Say (O Muhammad): "O Allah! Possessor of the kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You
will, and You take the kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honour whom You
will, and You humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all
things. You make the night to enter into the day, and You make the day to enter into the night
(i.e. increase and decrease in the hours of the night and the day during winter and summer), You
bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give wealth

and sustenance to whom You will, without limit (measure or account) [3:26-27]
The Prophet (¥) said to the woman who complained to him that she has epilepsy:
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'If you wish, be patient and you will have (enter) Paradise; and if you wish, I will invoke Allah to
cure you.' She said, 'I will remain patient,' and added, 'but I become uncovered, so please invoke
Allah for me that I may not become uncovered.' So he invoked Allah for her." [al-Bukhari no.

5752 and Muslim no. 2576]

Milestone no. 8:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is Reformation for the Society

Allah says:
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Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship, and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans,
Al-Masakin (the poor), the neighbour who is near of kin, the neighbour who is a stranger, the
companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands

possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful [4:30]

In the Hadith of Heraclius, he said to Abu Sufyan: What does he (the Prophet) order you with?
He said: He tells us to:

Caliad)y (3l 3 BOally Ul (AR iT (s e 198 5005 (h Ay ) 8 38 W5 538 3 b 158
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Worship Allah and Allah alone and not associate any partners with Him, and to renounce all that
our ancestors had said. He orders us to pray, to speak the truth, to be chaste and to keep good
relations with our Kith and kin. [Reported by al-Bukharti no. 8 from Ibn Abbas (may Allah be

pleased with him)]
Milestone no. 9:
Ay o Aud) e 1Al g
The Sunni Caller to Allah Starts with Himself

Allah says:



% 2o z

1 sl ¢ ol iy Akl & auiy ally ol ¢ 9 5080

* olaxs oH

Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and each and every act of obedience to Allah) on the
people and you forget (to practise it) yourselves, while you recite the Scripture [the Taurat

(Torah)]! Have you then no sense? [2:44]

Usama ibn Zaid (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet (%) said:
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A man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection and thrown in the (Hell) Fire, so that his
intestines will come out, and he will go around like a donkey goes around a millstone. The
people of (Hell) Fire will gather around him and say: O so-and-sol What is wrong with you?
Didn't you use to order us to do good deeds and forbid us to do bad deeds? He will reply: Yes, 1
used to order you to do good deeds, but I did not do them myself, and I used to forbid you to
do bad deeds, yet I used to do them myself [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 3268 and Muslim no.
2989].

Milestone no. 10:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah does not Keep Silent about Falsehood
The Prophet (3) said :
Indeed there is a fitnah for every Ummah, and the Fitnah for my Ummabh is wealth.
[ Reported by Tirmidhi no. 2336 and Graded Sahech by Al-Albani in Saheeh Tirmidhi no. 2336]
The Prophet (%) :
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Two wolves free among sheep are no more destructive to them than a man's desire for wealth
and honor is to his religion

[Reported by Tirmidhi no. 2381 and Graded Saheeh by Al-Albani in Saheeh Tirmidhi no. 2370]

Milestone no. 11:
Uadl) e p yaxa L) Jal T
The Methodology of Ahlus-Sunnah is Infallible

Allah says:
CusBal &3 Uy 20 i35 ¢
Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Quran) and surely, We will guard it

(from corruption) [15:9]

Abdullah ibn Amr al-’As (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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I used to write everything which I heard from the Messenger of Allah (). I intended (by it) to
memorise it. The Quraysh prohibited me saying: Do you write everything that you hear from
him while the Messenger of Allah (£) is 2 human being: he speaks in anger and pleasure? So |

stopped writing, and mentioned it to the Messenger of Allah (£). He signalled with his finger to
him mouth and said: Write, by Him in Whose hand my soul lies, only right comes out from it

[Reported by Abu Dawood no. 3647 and Ahmad (2/162). It is Saheeh]

Milestone no. 12:
dgale Cannd L3 JA1 5 929

The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is not Materialistic

11



Allah says:
S 435 ) 3855 o £ 0 U1 AT {he 4l il e

Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this (that which I have bought from my Lord and its
preaching, etc.), save that whosoever wills, may take a Path to his Lord [25:57]

Allah says:
A o ¥ g Al Yk ade ALY a8 G5
"And O my people! I ask of you no wealth for it, my reward is from none but Allah [11:29]
Sufyan ath-Thawri (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Wealth is the disease of this

nation and the Scholar is the doctor of this nation. So if the Scholar is affected with the

disease, who will cure the people?”[Siyar ‘Alaam an-Nubalaa (7/243)]

Milestone no. 13:
S USAN g3all ey JUSIL Andal) jdan D) Jal 3 ge s

The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah Warns Against Imitating the Disbelievers and from the Ideological
Warfare

Allah says:
e o 5l ¥ skl i (3% o

Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with you (O Muhammad Peace be upon him )
till you follow their religion [2:120]

The Prophet (£) said:
e 5 p 38 400 G
He who imitates any people is one of them

[Graded Saheeh by Al-Albaani in Saheeh Jami no. 6149 from Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased
with him)]

The Prophet (’éﬂ) said:

12
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You will follow the ways of those nations who were before you,so much so that even if they
entered a hole of a mastigure, you would follow them." We said, "O Allah's Messenger (¥)! (Do
you mean) the Jews and the Christians?" He said, "Whom else?" [Reported by Al-Bukhari no.
3457]

Milestone no. 14:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah Does not Flatter Those Who are in Charge and They Supplicate to
Allah for their Rectification

Shaikh al-Waadi’ee (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Knowledge has become the most
pleasurable of all things to me”.

The Prophet (3) said:

G5 Al ) g sy Allua be gdae ] 13y G 51 JU ¥ 5 3am 0 a0 3
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'Abdul al-Rahman b. Samurah, do not ask for the position of commander, for if you are given it
after asking you will be left to discharge it yourself, but if you are given it without asking you will

be helped to discharge it [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 6622 and Muslim no. 1605]

The Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad (may Allah have mercy upon him): “If I had a supplication that will be
answered, then I would make it for the leader. It was said to him: Oh Abu Ali, explain
this for us. He said: If I made it for myself it would not be promised for me. If I make it
for the leader he will be rectified. So the servants and the land will rectify because of his
rectification. We were ordered to supplicate for them for rectification. We were not
ordered to supplicate against them even if they oppress and transgress because their
oppression and transgression is upon themselves and their rectification is for themselves
and the Muslims” [Sahech narration. Reported by Abu Na’eem in al-Hilyah (8/91) and Ibn

Abdul Barr mentioned it in M#'allag form in Jami Bayaan al-’ilm wa fadlihi no. 1110]

13



Milestone no. 15:
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The Call of Ahlus-Sunnah Does not Call to Blind-Following
Allah says:
G R G S AL 43 58 coa Tsie V3 305 08 o&00) 0330 Ta g
[Say (O Muhammad) to these idolaters (pagan Arabs) of your folk:] Follow what has been sent
down unto you from your Lord (the Quran and Prophet Muhammad's Sunnah), and follow not

any Auliya' (protectors and helpers, etc. who order you to associate partners in worship with

Allah), besides Him (Allah). Little do you remember! [7:3]

From the long Hadith of Baraa ibn ‘Azib (may Allah be pleased with him) about the questioning

of the evil person in the grave by the two Angels:
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“Two angels will come to him, make him sit up and ask him: Who is your Lord? He will reply:
Alas, alas! I do not know. They will ask him: What is your religion? He will reply: Alas, alas! I do
not know. They will ask: Who was the man who was sent on a mission among you? He will
reply: Alas, alas! I do not know. Then a crier will call from Heaven: He has lied, so spread a bed
for him from Hell, clothe him from Hell, and open for him a door into Hell. Then some of its
heat and pestilential wind will come to him, and his grave will be compressed, so that his ribs will
be crushed together [Reported by Abu Dawood no. 4753, Ahmad no. 18543 and Ibn Abi
Shaybah (3/380). Graded Sahech by Al-Albani in Saheeh Sunan Abu Dawood no. 4753]

14



Imam Shafi’ee (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: ““The Muslims have agreed that: if a
Sunnabh is clarified to someone, it is not allowed for him to leave it off for the saying of

anyone else”

Milestone no. 16:
agle 3 ) Jaf slac
The Enemies of Ahlus-Sunnah Lie Upon Them

Allah says:
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Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people and he said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no
other god but Him. Certainly, I fear for you the torment of a Great Day!". The leaders of his
people said: "Verily, we see you in plain error."Nuh¢ said: "O my people! There is no error in me,

but I am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!) I convey unto you the Messages of my

Lord and give sincere advice to you. And I know from Allah what you know not." [7:59-62]
The Prophet (¥) said:

AN b (s olall b &) § sl Wb (33 SIS & i sl e A
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“There will come to the people years of treachery, when the liar will be regarded as honest, and
the honest man will be regarded as a liar; the traitor will be regarded as faithful, and the faithful
man will be regarded as a traitor; and the Ruwaibidah will decide matters.” It was said: ‘Who are

2>

the Ruwaibidah?” He said: “Vile and base men who control the affairs of the people.”” [Reported

by Ahmad (3/220). Our al-Waadi’ee (may Allah have mercy upon him) in Saheeh ul-Musnad
mima Laysa Fi Saheehayn (1/2)]

Milestone no. 17:
Glagalil) g <l padil) e ¢ gudan g el g el lea L) Jad
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Ahlus-Sunnah are Callers to Security and Safety and They Warn against Bombings

Allah says:
O35 a5 GaY) agd ALt 3f ally agiay) | gl a5 ) gials ()
It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him Alone) and confuse

not their belief with Zulm (wrong i.e. by worshipping others besides Allah), for them (only) there
is security and they are the guided [6:82]

Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said:
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The Prophet (%) was vigilant one night and when he reached Medina, he said, "Would that a
pious man from my companions guard me tonight!" Suddenly we heard the clatter of arms. He
said, "Who is that? " He (The newcomer) replied, " I am Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas and have come to
guard you." So, the Prophet () slept (that night) [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 7137 and Muslim
no. 1835]

Milestone no. 18:
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Ahlus-Sunnah do not Believe in Revolting Against the Rulers As Long as They are Muslims,
even if they Transgress

The Prophet (‘% said:
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He who obeys me, obeys Allah, and he who disobeys me, disobeys Allah. He who obeys the
chief, obeys me, and he who disobeys the chief, disobeys me [Reported by al-Bukhari no. 7137
and Muslim no. 1835]

16



From the Hadith of Tbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet () said:

Alals dse a1 ppd GUalud) (e g A (1 4 ¢ it Lindi 0 el a0 S (e

If a person notices in his ruler what he dislikes, he should show patience because he who departs
from the (Muslim) community a cubit, dies like those who died in the Days of Ignorance

[Reported by al-Bukhari no. 7143 and Muslim no. 1849].

Shaikhul Islaam Ibnul Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “...And it was said:
Sixty years with a transgressing ruler is more rectifying than one night without a ruler.

And experience/practice clarifies that. So the obligation to have a ruler is religion and
nearness to Allah because in it is the obedience to the Messenger (). And obedience to

the Messenger of Allah (£) is from the best means to draw near to Allah”

[As-Siyaasatus-Shariah 461-463]

Milestone no. 19:
Kl e M\de}d\.}ﬁ‘i\ A0l Jal 5ged allaa (g

From the Milestones of the Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is: Enjoining the Good and Prohibiting the
Evil

Allah says:
GALEA g dilyly KAl 0f O3ag i raly a3aky A ) b 44l pia oSl

Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining
Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbidding
Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). And it is they who are the
successful [3:104]

The Prophet (¥) said:

S 158, 1 gy () a1 als 801 (s o i (b g8 (98 A £13) (s
13ba e ¥ 1" I8 aglis

In the near future there will be Amirs and you will like their good deeds and dislike their bad

deeds. One who sees through their bad deeds (and tries to prevent their repetition by his band or
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through his speech), is absolved from blame, but one who hates their bad deeds (in the heart of

his heart, being unable to prevent their recurrence by his hand or his tongue), is (also) safe ( so

far as God's wrath is concerned). But one who approves of their bad deeds and imitates them is

spititually ruined. People asked (the Holy Prophet): Shouldn't we fight against them? He replied:
No, as long as they say their prayers [Reported by Muslim no. 1853]

Milestone no. 20:
aagie 2l o1 a1 Jal oo ) A0l Ja1 3 goa allaa (hag

From the Milestones of the Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is: the Distinguishment from the People of
Desires and Staying Away From them

Allah says:

5&;2.3\Mumﬁwnua\ya,uw;*cuaf.uu..muauya,uwmwbuu
Callal) o 3801 g 5 80 By 1S SE

And when you (Muhammad) see those who engage in a false conversation about Our Verses (of
the Quran) by mocking at them, stay away from them till they turn to another topic. And if
Shaitan (Satan) causes you to forget, then after the remembrance sit not you in the company of

those people who are the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.) [6:68]
Allah says:
9 ey ah )ik
So leave them alone with their fabrications [6:112]

Imam Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “So this indicates the obligation of
avoiding the companions of disobedience if they make apparent their evil because the
one who does not avoid them is pleased with their action. Being pleased with disbelief is
disbelief. Allah says:

ielta 1) 444
Certainly in that case you would be like them [4:140]

So whoever sits in a sitting of disobedience and does not detest them, then he is equal in
sin. So it is a necessary for him to detest them if they speak about disobedience and act

upon it. If he is not able to detest them, then it is necessary he stands up from them so

18



that he does not become from the people of this verse...if it is established avoiding the
companions of disobedience as we clarified, then avoiding the people of innovation and

desires is more deserving” [Summarized from Tafsir Qurtubi 5/418]

Milestone no. 21:
Gu Al g ded) aa g Balally gaadl aa Jaadl daDla Adud) JaT 3 9o allaa (e

From the Milestones of the Call of Ahlus-Sunnah is: Holding Fast to Justice with the Enemy and
Friend and the one Far away and the one Near

Allah says:

&R ) O3 oD of aSuadil e 15 105 Tl Ciaal 381688 ) sl Gl 0

Gsbadd Loy G i B ) g 35 3119355 )5 151383 0o s ) 1 8o 3B Lagy (151 B 1 5 L2
e

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be against
yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich or poor, Allah is a Better Protector to both
(than you). So follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you may avoid justice, and if you distort

your witness or refuse to give it, verily, Allah is Ever Well-Acquainted with what you do [4:135]

Hafidh Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “So follow not the lusts, lest you
may avoid justice;) means, let not desire, lust or the hatred you have against others, lure

you into injustice in your affairs. Rather, stand for justice in all situations. Allah said;

s S G 3 1 g1 15085 9T e o 38 G 300 30 ¥
(And let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is
nearer to piety) when the Prophet sent *Abdullah bin Rawahah to collect the tax on the
fruits and produce of the Jews of Khaybar, they offered him a bribe so that he would go
easy on them. He said; "By Allah! I have come to you from the dearest of the creation to
me (Muhammad), and you are more hated by me than an equivalent number of apes and
swine. However, my love for him (the Prophet ) and hatred for you shall not prevent me

from being just with you." On that, they said, "This (justice) is the basis which the
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heavens and earth were created. ' [Sahech-Reported by Malik in al-Muwatta mursal form no.
832 and Ibn Sa’d in at-Tabaqaat (3/398) and Ibn Ishaaq in al-Maghaazi as is in Sirah Ibn Hisham
(3/385). Also reported by Abu Dawood (3/451) in summarized narration from Jabir with a

Hasan chain according to the conditions of Muslim]

[End of Summarization]
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