Commentary on the Book Sincere Counsel to the Students of Sacred Knowledge- Part 11
Explained by: Shaikh Yahya Ibn ‘Ali al-Hajuri (may Allah preserve him)
Transcribed and Translated by: Faisal Ibn Abdul Qaadir Ibn Hassan Abu Sulaymaan

Shaikh Yahya (may Allah preserve him) said:
“In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. All praise is due to Allah. We praise
Him, seek His assistance, and His forgiveness. I bear witness that there is no God worthy of
worship except Allah and that Muhammad ( )ﷺis His servant and Messenger, may abundant
peace and blessings be upon him, his followers, and Companions.
As for what follows:
This is a good treatise from Imam Abul Faraj Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy upon him). It is
from his many books and he has authored many books, which he will mention some of them later in
this treatise. He clarifies that he wrote this book for one of his children in order to offer guidance,
cultivation, teaching, and advice. He named it ()ﻟﻔﺘﺔ اﻟﻜﺒﺪ ﻓﻲ ﻧﺼﯿﺤﺔ اﻟﻮﻟﺪ. Today we begin reading it for
the purpose of benefiting from its good advises. For verily he (the author) used to be a Khateeb, a
very eloquent person, an admonisher, and one who was listened to. This is due to what Allah the
Exalted had given him of abundant knowledge of the [various] sciences in Islam. With that, he was
not safe from some errors like the statement: ( وﻟﻜﻞ ﺟﻮاد ﻛﺒﻮة،)ﻟﻜﻞ ﺻﺎرم ﻧﺒﻮة. The conclusion is that the
aim of this treatise is good and its benefits are numerous for his son and other than his son from
those who love knowledge and its People.
He begins:
Text: “All praise is due to Allah who created our forefather from dust...2”
That is: Adam. Due to the evidence of the statement of Allah:

The following is a translation and transcription of the first tape of the Shaikh’s commentary. The original tape can be
found here: http://www.sh-yahia.net/nwe_sounds/durus/Gesture%20to%20the%20liver%20advice%20boy/001.mp3
2
The English translation of the text is based on the translation of the book Sincere Counsel To the Students of Sacred
Knowledge printed by Dar as-Sunnah Publishers
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َ اب ُﺛ ﱠﻢ َﻗ
ُ ﺎل َﻟ ُﻪ ُﻛﻦ َﻓﯿ
ُ َﻜ
ﻮن
ِ ﯿﺴﻰ ِﻋ َﻨﺪ ﱠ
َ ِإ ﱠن َﻣَﺜ َﻞ ِﻋ
ٍ اﷲ َﻛ َﻤَﺜ ِﻞ َء َاد َم َﺧَﻠ َﻘ ُﻪ ِﻣﻦ ُﺗ َﺮ
Verily, the likeness of 'Iesa (Jesus) before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust,
then (He) said to him: "Be!" - and he was [3:59]
And Allah’s statement:

ﱡﻬﺎ ﱠ
َ ﯾََﺄﯾ
اب ُﺛ ﱠﻢ ِﻣﻦ ﱡﻧ ْﻄ َﻔ ٍﺔ ُﺛ ﱠﻢ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﻋَﻠ َﻘ ٍﺔ ُﺛ ﱠﻢ ِﻣﻦ ﱡﻣ ْﻀ َﻐ ٍﺔ ﱡﻣ َﺨﱠﻠ َﻘ ٍﺔ
ْ ﺎس إِن ُﻛﻨُﺘ ْﻢ ﻓِﻰ َر ْﯾ ٍﺐ ﱢﻣ َﻦ اْﻟﺒ
ُ اﻟﻨ
ٍ َﻌ ِﺚ َﻓِﺈﱠﻧﺎ َﺧَﻠ ْﻘَﻨ ُـﻜ ْﻢ ﱢﻣﻦ ُﺗ َﺮ
َ َو َﻏ ْﯿ ِﺮ ُﻣ َﺨﱠﻠ َﻘ ٍﺔ ﱢﻟُﻨَﺒﯿ
ﱢﻦ َﻟ ُﻜ ْﻢ
O mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection, then verily! We have created you (i.e. Adam)
from dust, then from a Nutfah (mixed drops of male and female sexual discharge i.e. offspring of
Adam), then from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood) then from a little lump of flesh, some
formed and some unformed (miscarriage), that We may make (it) clear to you (i.e. to show you Our
Power and Ability to do what We will) [22:5]
And His statement:

َﯾ
ﱡﻬﺎ ﱠ
ُ ﺎس اﱠﺗ ُﻘﻮْا َرﺑ
َ َـﺄﯾ
ﱠﻜ ُﻢ ﱠاﻟِﺬى َﺧَﻠ َﻘ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﱢﻣﻦ ﱠﻧ ْﻔ ٍﺲ َو ِﺣَﺪ ٍة َو َﺧَﻠ َﻖ ِﻣ ْﻨ َﻬﺎ َز ْو َﺟ َﻬﺎ
ُ اﻟﻨ
O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam), and from him
(Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)] [4:1]
The evidences include [the benefit] that Allah created Adam from dust and He created his offspring
from what the author indicated:

ْﯾ
ِﺐ
َﺨ ُﺮ ُج ِﻣﻦ َﺑ ْﯿ ِﻦ ﱡ
ِ اﻟﺼْﻠ ِﺐ َواﻟﱠﺘ َﺮآﺋ
Proceeding from between the backbone and the ribs [86:7]
That is: the backbone of the man and the ribs of the woman.

Text: “...forefather...”
Commentary: “Forefather”
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That is: Adam. Adam is the father of mankind. Allah says:

ﯾَﺎ َﺑﻨِﻲ َآد َم ﻻ َﯾ ْﻔﺘَِﻨﱠﻨ ُﻜ ُﻢ ﱠ
ُ اﻟﺸ ْﯿ َﻄ
ﺎن
O Children of Adam! Let not Shaitan (Satan) deceive you [7:27]
In another verse:

ﯾﺎ ﺑﻨﻲ آدم ﺧﺬوا زﯾﻨﺘﻜﻢ ﻋﻨﺪ ﻛﻞ ﻣﺴﺠﺪ
O Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing your clean clothes), while praying and going
round (the Tawaf of ) the Ka'bah [7:31]
And the likes of this. Like the Hadith:

ﱡ
َ آدم ُﺧ
ﺗﺮاب
َ ﻛﻠﻜﻢ ﺑﻨﻮ
ُ  و، آدم
ٍ ﻠﻖ ﻣﻦ
All of you are from Adam and Adam was created from dust [Saheeh Jami no.4568]
Our forefather is from dust. Yes.

Text: “...and brought out his offspring from between the ribs and the backbone...”
Commentary: He created his offspring from between the backbone and the ribs as preceded.

Text: “Praise be to Him who made kinship and lineage a support for kinsfolk...”
Commentary: It is [as Allah said]:

َ ﺎن َرﺑ
َ ﺂء ﺑ
َ َﺸﺮًا َﻓ َﺠ َﻌَﻠ ُﻪ َﻧ َﺴ ًﺒﺎ َو ِﺻ ْﻬﺮًا َو َﻛ
ﱡﻚ َﻗِﺪﯾﺮًا
ِ َو ُﻫ َﻮ ﱠاﻟِﺬى َﺧَﻠ َﻖ ِﻣ َﻦ اْﻟ َﻤ
And it is He Who has created man from water, and has appointed for him kindred by blood, and
kindred by marriage. And your Lord is Ever All-Powerful to do what He will [25:54]
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And Allah says:

َ ﻮﺑﺎ َوَﻗﺒَﺂﺋ
ً ﺎس ِإﱠﻧﺎ َﺧَﻠ ْﻘَﻨ ُـﻜﻢ ﱢﻣﻦ َذ َﻛ ٍﺮ َوأُ ْﻧَﺜﻰ َو َﺟ َﻌْﻠَﻨ ُـﻜ ْﻢ ُﺷ ُﻌ
ﱡﻬﺎ ﱠ
َ َﯾﺄﯾ
ِﻞ ِﻟَﺘ َﻌ َـﺮُﻓﻮْا ِإ ﱠن أَ ْﻛ َﺮ َﻣ ُﻜ ْﻢ
ُ اﻟﻨ
O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes,
that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is that (believer)
who has At-Taqwa [i.e. one of the Muttaqun] [49:13]

Text: “...,blessed me with knowledge and the understanding of what is correct...”
Commentary: This is a great blessing and it is an evidence for the blessing of Islam. It is evidence
of the true Islam which Allah wants from the servants. Allah said:

ً ﻼ َم ِد
َ ﯿﺖ َﻟ ُﻜ ُﻢ ا ِﻷ ْﺳ
ُ ِﻌ َﻤﺘِﻰ َو َر ِﺿ
ﯾﻨﺎ
ْ َﻮ َم أَ ْﻛ َﻤْﻠ ُﺖ َﻟ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِد َﯾﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ َوأَ ْﺗ َﻤ ْﻤ ُﺖ َﻋَﻠ ْﯿ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﻧ
ْ اْﻟﯿ
This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and have chosen
for you Islam as your religion [5:3]
Whoever Allah blesses with Islam and blesses with the Sunnah, then Allah has blessed him with a
favor. And Allah has completed the favor. The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

َ َﺧ ْﯿ ُﺮ ُﻛ ْﻢ َﻣ ْﻦ َﺗ َﻌﱠﻠ َﻢ اْﻟ ُﻘ ْﺮ
آن َو َﻋﱠﻠ َﻤ ُﻪ
The best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur'an and teach it
Reported by Bukhari from the Hadith of Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him).
And he ( )ﷺsaid:

ُﱠ
ﯾﻦ
ِ  ُﯾ َﻔ ﱢﻘ ْﻬ ُﻪ ﻓِﻲ َا ﱢﻟﺪ,َﻣ ْﻦ ُﯾ ِﺮِد َاﷲ ِﺑ ِﻪ َﺧ ْﯿ ًﺮا

When Allah wishes good for anyone, He bestows upon him the Fiqh (comprehension) of the
religion [Agreed upon]
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Imam Bukhari (may Allah have mercy upon him) places a chapter in his book regarding heart
softeners, and it is the first Hadith, from ‘Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) the Prophet (
 )ﷺsaid:

ُ اﻟﺼ ﱠﺤ ُﺔ َواْﻟ َﻔ َﺮ
ِﯿﺮ ِﻣ َﻦ ﱠ
ٌ ﺎن َﻣ ْﻐُﺒ
اغ
 ﱢ،ﺎس
ْﻧ
ٌ ِﯿﻬ َﻤﺎ َﻛﺜ
ِ اﻟﻨ
ِ ِﻌ َﻤَﺘ
ِ ﻮن ﻓ

There are two blessings which many people lose: (They are) Health and free time for doing good
[Bukhari no. 6412]
ُ )اْﻟ َﻤ ْﻐ ُﺒ. Whoever uses these favors for knowledge, teaching, da’wah,
People are either (ﻮن
ُ  )اْﻟ َﻤ ْﻐ ُﺒor (ﻮط
ُ [ )اْﻟ َﻤ ْﻐ ُﺒin a state of supreme blessedness]3. Whoever is free, has good
and obedience, then he is (ﻮط
health, the blessing of youth, the blessing of wealth, and then wastes it, then he has been cheated.
Allah says:

َ َﻮم اْﻟ َﺠ ْﻤﻊ َذﻟ
َﻮ ُم اﻟﱠﺘ َﻐﺎُﺑ ِﻦ
ْ َﻮ َم ﯾ
ْ ِﻚ ﯾ
ْﯾ
ِ
ِ ْ َﺠ َﻤ ُﻌ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِﻟﯿ
(And remember) the Day when He will gather you (all) on the Day of Gathering, that will be the
Day of mutual loss and gain (i.e. loss for the disbelievers as they will enter the Hell-fire and gain for
the believers as they will enter Paradise) [64:9]
The evidence for this also is the statement of the Prophet ()ﷺ:

َ
ُ ﻻ
َ ﺗﺰول
ﺑﻪ ؟ وﻋﻦ
ِ ﻋﻤ َﻞ
ِ ﻋﻠﻤ ِﻪ ﻣﺎذا
ِ ﻓﯿﻢ أﻓﻨﺎ ُه ؟ وﻋﻦ
ِ
ﯾﻮم
ٍ ﻗﺪﻣﺎ
َ ﻤﺮ ِه
َ ﻋﺒﺪ
ِ  ﻋﻦ ُﻋ: أرﺑﻊ
ٍ اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﺣﱠﺘﻰ ُﯾﺴﺄل ﻋﻦ
َ وﻓﯿﻢ
ُ أﯾﻦ اﻛﺘﺴﺒ
َ ِﻪ ِﻣﻦ
ﻓﯿﻢ أﺑﻼ ُه ؟
ِ أﻧﻔﻘ ُﻪ ؟ وﻋﻦ
ِ ﻣﺎﻟ
َ ﺟﺴﻤ ِﻪ
َ ، َﻪ
The two feet of the son of Adam will not move on the Day of Judgement until he is asked about
four things: His life, how he spent it?; His knowledge, how much of it did he act upon; His wealth,
where did he earn it and how did he spend it?; And about his body and how did he wear it away?
[Saheeh Targheeb no. 3592]
The point of reference in this instance is the statement: “His knowledge, how much of it did he act
upon?”. This is a great blessing.
Also from the Hadith of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) in Saheeh Muslim that
Allah will bring servants on the Day of Judgement and He will make them confirm His favors upon
Translator's Note: Hafidh Ibn Hajr (may Allah have mercy upon him) mentions in the explanation of this Hadith that
Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “"Whoever uses his free time and health in the obedience of
ُ  ) ْاﻟ َﻤ ْﻐﺒand whoever uses them in disobedience, then he is (ُﻮن
ُ [ ) ْاﻟ َﻤ ْﻐﺒFathul-Bari (11/230)]”
Allah, then he is (ُﻮط
3
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them. He will ask a servant: what did you do? So he will say: “O my Lord, I learnt the Quran and
recited the Quran etc”. The other will say: “O my Lord, I fought for your sake”. So Allah will
enumerate His favors upon them. Whoever is sincere will be given success and whoever is other
than that it will be said to him: “You have lied. You have done this so it can be said you are reciter”.
To the other it will be said: “You did this so that people can call you a brave warrior.” Then orders
will be passed against him and he shall be dragged with his face downward and cast into the Fire. It
is a Hadith in Saheeh Muslim from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him). I have only
mentioned its meaning4
Yes.

Text: “...cultivated me well as a child and protected me in my youth...”
Commentary: Cultivated me well as a child. It is Allah, the One, who grants success. The father,
mother, and likewise the cultivator are [only] a means from the [available] means. He (Allah) gives
guidance to whoever He wills and He protects them and keeps them safe out of His bounty. And
He leads astray whomever He wills and He humiliates them and He afflicts them out of His justice5 .
If Allah wants to raise a servant upon good, He raises him upon good. Allah, the Exalted said in His
Noble Book:

َﺤ ِﺮ
ْ َﺮ َواْﻟﺒ
ﱢﺮ ُﻛ ْﻢ ﻓِﻰ اْﻟﺒ ﱢ
ُ ُﻫ َﻮ ﱠاﻟِﺬى ُﯾ َﺴﯿ
He it is Who enables you to travel through land and sea [10:22]
The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

 َو َﻻ َﯾ ْﻨ َﻔ ُﻊ َذا اْﻟ َﺠﱢﺪ ِﻣ ْﻨ َﻚ اْﻟ َﺠﱡﺪ، ِﻤﺎ َﻣَﻨ ْﻌ َﺖ
َ اﻟﻠﻬﻢ َﻻ َﻣﺎﻧ
َ  َو َﻻ ُﻣ ْﻌ ِﻄ َﻲ ﻟ، ِﻤﺎ أَ ْﻋ َﻄ ْﯿ َﺖ
َ ِﻊ ﻟ
ﱠ
O Allah! No one can withhold what You give, or give what You withhold, and the riches cannot
avail a wealthy person with You [Saheeh Muslim (no. 593)]
The evidences for that are many. Uprightness is with Allah. When the father of Imran ibn Hussain
(may Allah be pleased with them both) came to Islam, he ( )ﷺtaught him to say: “O, Allah guide
me and allow me to adhere to the straight path”.

4
5

Saheeh Muslim (no. 1905)
Translator’s Note: These two lines the Shaikh mentioned are taken from the text of Aqeedatul-Tahawiyyah line (no. 36)
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“...cultivated me well as a child” means granted him divine success, directed him to good, and
protected him (Ibn al-Jawzi) at an older age. That is: he did not incline towards falsehood nor wasted
his time with those who are wasteful, those who are free of time, and those who play. He was raised
upon knowledge so not to waste his time.

Text: “...protected me in my youth...”

Commentary: [That is:] in the time of youth. The youth have inclination towards desires. The
Hadith on this matter is not established6 ; however, this is well known. Most people slip up when
they are youth. Due to the aggression when being young, having a strong body, obtaining wealth etc.
So he might be misguided in his youthfulness and be reckless. From them is the one who is tested
by the worldly life, one who is tested with women, one who is tested with bad companions, from
them is one who misses prayer, from them is one who wastes his time, from them is one who
disobeys his parents by thinking they are weak and he is strong, and other than that from the
different types of deviations. The strongest inclination [towards desires] that a person experiences
occurs when he is in [his] youth. If he is granted success by Allah during his youth, then he has been
granted success. And like that, from the seven (people) seven whom Allah will shade in His shade
on the day on which there is no shade except His shade is:

َ ﺎب َﻧ َﺸَﺄ ﻓِﻲ ِﻋﺒ
اﷲ
ِ َﺎد ِة ﱠ
َو َﺷ ﱞ
A young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah
And

َو َر ُﺟ ٌﻞ َﻗْﻠُﺒ ُﻪ ُﻣ َﻌﱠﻠ ٌﻖ ﻓِﻲ اْﻟ َﻤ ْﺴ ِﺠِﺪ
A man whose heart is attached to mosques (offers his compulsory congregational prayers in the
mosque) [Agreed upon]

Translator's Note: The Shaikh is referring to the Hadith of Uqbah ibn 'Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Prophet said: "Verily your Lord is amazed with a youth who does not incline towards his desires". This Hadith was also
graded weak by Imam al-Wad'iee (may Allah have mercy upon him) as mentioned in 'Ilaam al-Anaam bi Ahaadith
ad-Da’eefa wal-Mawdoo’ah allati Katabutuha min Shaikinaa Muqbil ibn Haadi al-Imam (no. 39) found here:
[http://aloloom.net/vb/showthread.php?t=12111&page=2]
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This stage in life, especially at the beginning of youthfulness, is a dangerous time for a servant except
if Allah grants success to him and protects him from bad companions and those whom he thinks
want good for him. They introduce culture to him, direct him to such and such, and they they think
they are acquiring good with their deeds. He is destroyed here and there. He might disobey his
father from this angle and disobey the one who wants good for him in the worldly life and in the
hereafter, from that angle.
Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy upon him) makes note of that. He makes note that he
was protected in his childhood and his youth.

Text: “...and gave me offspring who will hopefully be a reason for abundant rewards”
Commentary: It is necessary to seek reward for having children. [In the Hadith]:

َ ٍ ﺎرﯾ
َ َ
َ
َ ﺎن ا ْﻧ َﻘ َﻄ َﻊ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ َﻋ َﻤُﻠ ُﻪ ِإ ﱠﻻ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺛ
َ ِإَذا َﻣ
ُ اﻹ ْﻧ َﺴ
ِﺢ ﯾ َْﺪ ُﻋﻮ َﻟ ُﻪ
ِ ﻼَﺛ ٍﺔ ِإ ﱠﻻ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﺻَﺪَﻗ ٍﺔ َﺟ
ِ ﺎت
ٍ َﺔ أ ْو ِﻋْﻠ ٍﻢ ُﯾ ْﻨَﺘﻔ ُﻊ ِﺑ ِﻪ أ ْو َوﻟٍﺪ َﺻﺎﻟ
When a man dies, his acts come to an end, but three, recurring charity, or knowledge (by which
people) benefit, or a pious son, who prays for him (for the deceased)
Reported by Muslim in his Saheeh from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him)
A person seeks reward [when having children] and when a person gets married. It is the nature of a
man that he inclines towards a woman and woman towards a man. This is the Sunnah of Allah
which He wants from His creation as part of commanding the universe.

********* End of first tape *********

8

